
The paramilitaries work on behalf of the Mexican government and Mexican and international 
corporations invested in the area. They do the dirty work that provides the basis for state 
control and commercial investment.

As people in Oaxaca go face to face with the paramilitary thugs, all the rest of us need to let 
the bosses of the paramilitaries know there will be consequences for more brutality.

WE DEMAND:

That the international caravan to deliver food and medicines to the besieged Triqui •	
autonomous community of San Juan Copala be given free passage on June 8,
That local, state, and federal governments put an end to paramilitary and military •	
attacks in the Triqui Region, and to the financing, arms, and impunity granted to these 
groups in the state.
The immediate withdrawal of the paramilitary blockade around San Juan Copala and •	
respect for the autonomous indigenous communities.
We hold the the federal government of Felipe Calderòn, Ulises Ruiz’ Oaxaca state •	
government, and particularly his Secretary General Evencio Martínez, responsible for 
the physical and moral integrity of the Triqui people. 

For more information in English: http://elenemigocomun.net
Para más información en Español: http://www.kaosenlared.net
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A local group dedicated to supporting Zapatista communities 
and raising awareness about social struggles in Mexico.
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TODAY, June 8, human rights activists are trying to 
break the paramilitary blockade of the municipality of 
San Juan Copala in Oaxaca (Wahaka). 
WE NEED TO SUPPORT THEM 
TO HELP AVOID ANOTHER MASSACRE.

For five months the Triqui village of San Juan Copala has faced 
severe paramilitary repression for declaring itself autonomous 
from the Mexican state and the oppressive neoliberal policies it enforces.

On 27 April 2010 paramilitaries attacked a convoy of activists and humanitarian workers 
trying to reach the village to deliver food and medical supplies. Two people, Beatriz Alberto 
Cariño and Jyri Jaakkola, were killed and several were wounded. Beatriz, an indigenous 
Mixtec, was a long-time advocate for food sovereignty, community water management, 
soil conservation and indigenous autonomy. She directed the organization CACTUS 
(Community Support Centre “Working Together”). Jyri, 33 years old, was a Finnish 
human rights activist who had been involved in the Fair Trade movement and delivering 
humanitarian aid to Africa.

Other victims of state tyranny include community radio workers Felicitas Martinez and 
Teresa Bautista (Murdered 7 April 2008), and Teresa’s brother Isaias Bautista Merino 
(Murdered 1 January  2010). On 29 November 2009 nine year-old Elias Fernandez de 
Jesus was killed when gunmen opened fire at his boarding school. Indigenous leader 
Plácido Lopez Castro was assassinated on 24 December 2007. Paramilitaries have been 
responsible for numerous other shootings, kidnappings, assaults, and disappearances.

Multiple indigenous, Zapatista, anti-authoritarian, human 
rights and other groups are supporting a second caravan 
to lift the blockade of the autonomous municipality of San 
Juan Copala, arriving on June 8.

For this reason, we are demonstrating in solidarity, to 
show our support and to let the Mexican government 
know that it is being watched. 


